
 
Troublesome Adverbs .an Take You to .ourt 

 
"a$e sure )escripti.e or 0ualifyin5 wor)s or phrases come as close to the wor)s they 
)escri9e as possi9le.  "isplace) wor)s an) phrases can o9scure meanin5.  ;he most 
fre0uently misplace) wor)s in 9usiness or technical )ocuments are the a).er9s almost< 
only< nearly< =ust< an) e.en! >otice the )ifference in meanin5 in the followin5 sentences 
when these a).er9s are mo.e) aroun)? 

;he operator O>AB altere) the ta9le in his report a9out the companyCs 
inefficiency. 
;he operator altere) O>AB the ta9le in his report a9out the companyCs 
inefficiency. 
 
Doseph Eollan) has the authority DFS; to re.ise the specifications. 
(Ee has authority only to re.ise.) 
Doseph Eollan) has authority to re.ise DFS; the specifications. (Ee 
can re.ise the specifications onlyJJhe cannot re.ise anythin5 else.) 
 

AA"OS; all manufacturers were a9le to meet our test criteria in all 
these areas. 
All manufacturers were AA"OS; a9le to meet our test criteria in all 
these areas. 
All manufacturers were a9le to meet our test criteria in AA"OS; all 
these areas. 

 
Small wor)s.  Lreat power.  Pinpoint the correct spot to place them. 
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